PLAN COORDINATION / HB 650 & HB 712

Old Law

New Law

STATE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (RSA 9-A)

When: July 1, every even-numbered year
Who: OSP (under direction of Governor)
Content: Policies relative to orderly growth and

development
Analysis of state’s economic condition
Goals for economic development programs
Policies to protect and preserve farmland and
open space
Policies to maximize smart growth

STATE DEVELOPMENT PLAN (RSA 9-A)

When: October 1, every four (4) years, starting 2003

Who: OSP (under direction of Governor, in

consultation with RPCs, local officials,

business and environmental leaders, and the

general public); plan to serve as the basis for

state agencies’ policy and program

development

Policies relative to orderly growth and
development, including controlling sprawl

Policies to protect and preserve farmland and
open space

Policies to maximize smart growth

New state goals and objectives, which also

correspond to local master plan elements

outlined in revision to RSA 674:2; includes

“regional concerns” and “‘implementation”

sections

Content:

GROWTH MANAGEMENT REPORT (RSA 9-B)

When: October 1, annually

Who: Council on Resources and Development
(CORD)

Content: Evaluate state agency compliance with the

principles of smart growth (RSA 9-B:1-3)
Recommend changes in state policy relative to
smart growth

GROWTH MANAGEMENT REPORT (RSA 9-B)

When: October 1, every four (4) years starting 2001

Who: Council on Resources and Development
(CORD)

Content: Evaluate state agency compliance with

principles of smart growth
RSA 9-B:1-3)

Recommend changes in state policy relative to
smart growth

Evaluate state agency consistency with new
RSA 9-A

REGIONAL PLANS (RSA 36:47)

When: As needed, housing needs assessment at least
every five (5) years

Regional planning commissions (9)
RSA 36:48, 1

Land use

Transportation, Communication
Recreation

Public buildings and facilities
Improvement plans for private buildings
Housing needs assessment (also 674:2)

LOCAL MASTER PLANS (RSA 674:2)

Who:
Content:

When: Prior to adopting zoning
Who: Update as needed, conservation/preservation at
least every five (5) years

Content: “...shall include, if it is appropriate...”
Goals & objectives* Land Use*
Housing Transportation
Community facilities Utilities
Construction materials Recreation

Conservation/preservation

* Prerequisites for zoning (RSA 674:18)

REGIONAL PLANS (RSA 36:47)

When: Every five (5) years, starting 7/1/2002
Who: Regional planning commissions (9)
Content: In addition to the requirements of

RSA 36:48, 1, regional policies/plans are now
encouraged to use the framework of the State
Development Plan, found in RSA 9-A

LOCAL MASTER PLANS (RSA 674:2)

When: Prior to adopting zoning
Include new elements by 2010, then update
every five (5) to ten (10) years
Who: Local planning boards
Content: Shall include:

Vision, Land use

May include:
Transportation

Community facilities
Economic development  Neighborhood plans
Natural resources Community design
Cultural/historic resources Recreation
Utility/public services Housing
Implementation

Natural hazards
Regional concerns
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